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	CORPORATE RESOURCES   
	


MIDLOTHIAN ACCESS FORUM, ACTION MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 
19th Nov 2012 AT THE MVA MEETING ROOM, DALKEITH
PRESENT:

	John Pope (JPo)
	Chair – Scotways

	David Wardrop–White (DWW)
	Sustrans, Cycling Touring Club, Spokes

	James Innes (JI)
	Ramblers Association

	Gilbert Scott (GS) 
	Federation of Community Councils 

	Bob Barr (BB)
	National Farmers Union - substitute for Keith Morton 

	Shelagh Jenkins (SJ)
	Esk Valley Trust 

	Kathleen Kirkpatrick(KK)
	Scottish Land and Estates 

	Dave Kenny (DK)
	Cycling Officer, Roads, Midlothian Council

	John Park (JPa)
	Land & Countryside, Midlothian Council - Secretary 


Sandy McMillan 
(SM)                     Tourism Project Officer, Midlothian Council
Lorna Roarty (LR)
Observer for DWW
Ian Baxter (IB)

          Councillor, Midlothian Council 

APOLOGIES AND OTHER ABSENCES
	
	

	Constance Newbould (CN)
	British Horse Society (no apologies)

	John O’Keefe (JOK)
	SNH (no apologies)

	James Crombie
	Disability Representative (Midlothian Access Panel) (no apologies)


	ITEM
	MINUTE
	
	ACTION



	1.0
	Introductions

	
	

	
	JPo welcomed :

· Lorna Roarty who was an observer for DWW. Lorna is a member of the Midlothian Access Panel;
· Kathleen Kirkpatrick from Scottish Land and Estates as their representative.                                             (Ed Dunbar had moved job and could no longer attend);

· Councillor Ian Baxter who would represent the elected Council at future meetings;

· Sandy McMillan Tourism Project Officer with Midlothian Council who would talk on the Year of Natural Scotland and Tourism. 

 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.0
	Minutes of last meeting corrections and business arising.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.1
	The minutes were accepted as a true record. 
	
	JPa            

	2.2
	Business arising  
	
	

	2.2.1
2.2.2
2.2.3


	Item 2.2.2. Bush Estate, where the traffic lights were not responding to horse riders and cyclists. JPo thanked DK for his input to this difficult situation due to the safety implications. JPo stated that the lights appeared now to recognise cyclists.  DK pointed out that the responsibility for resolving the problem had now passed to Keith Slight in the Council Lighting Section. 
Item 2.2.4. Mavisbank drainage. 

JK agreed to chase the Mavisbank Trust regarding the drainage issue along Core Path (7) which adjoins Mavisbank Estate.
Item 3.4 Path volunteer work on final stretch of the new access route to the Pentlands through Sir Robert Clerk’s Estate had been delayed to land management operations. Completion would take within the next few months.

	
	All Note
JK
JK


	2.2.4
	Item 3.5 Bowlea Smithy ROW: 

The proposed site meeting to check the line of the ROW had not yet taken place. 

JPo, JPa agreed to arrange to meet on site ASAP 

	
	JPo

JPa



	
	
	
	

	3.0
3.1


	Chairman’s report 

Saltersgate School – An article in the Midlothian News  highlighted the work of senior pupils from Saltersgate School who were mapping suitable countryside path routes for wheelchair users. 
JPo agreed to write to the school congratulating them on this very worthwhile  project
	
	JPo

	3.2             
	Penicuik Estate – Sir Robert Clerk had informed JPo that due to persistent rain this year and the resultant damage caused by foot traffic, he had put up a notice temporarily advising the public not to use track around the High Pond      -  to allow the grass sward to recover.
 
	
	JPo

	3.3   
	LAF/NAF annual meeting. JPo could not attend.  SJ did attend and the meeting report and minutes would be forwarded to Forum members in due course.                                                               

	
	All Note 

	4.0         

	Core Paths Update
JPa had forwarded the signage plans for Core Paths in the Gorebridge/ Temple area to the Gorebridge Community Council for comment prior to ordering.                                                                                
	
	

	
	The signage would be completed for these areas during the winter months
	
	      JPa


5.0         Disputed routes update
5.1
Item 1 Locked gate Camp Wood. JPa would continue to make 

    approaches to the landowner to have gate unlocked.             

  JPa
    
5.2          Item 11 Parduvine Farm. CN had agreed to speak to landowner regarding 

the locked gate preventing horse riders through farm track.                              As CN wasn’t in attendance this item would be carried over.
                CN
5.3         Item 13 Ford to Stair Arms Hotel. There was still apparently an issue with                                               

encroaching vegetation on this route. JPa would check to see what           should be done                                                                                         JPa                              
6.0        Strategic routes, local path initiatives

  Discussed under AOB

7.0        Wildlife Tourism and Access 

S M gave a talk to the Forum on the Year of Natural Scotland and how it links with Tourism in Midlothian. This initiative, which starts on the 1st Jan 2013 attracts funding for related projects. S. M. circulated details and invited questions.                  






All Note

8.0         Suggested Changes to the Constitution 

JPo suggested that it was now time to review the constitution which was adopted by the Council three years ago. 
Aspects which he felt needed revisiting was representation from the Planning Department and the Pentland Hills. Also the need to involve wider contact groups. JPa pointed out that the Access Initiative Update circulated before the meeting was coordinated with officers in the Planning Department. The Pentlands were currently indirectly represented by JK and BB who attended the Pentland Hills meetings. The wider contact group communications were covered to an extent by the holding of a annual meeting. JPo however thought that it would be worthwhile for a working group to be formed to examine these issues and would contact other Forum members accordingly. DWW suggested that he and DK should make up a working party, but this suggestion did not attract support from the Forum.                                                                          All Note   
9.0
Speaker for Annual Meeting 


Covered in 10.1
10          AOB

10.1       North Esk Trail.  The Esk Valley Trust had appointed VyV Wood-Gee                             

(Countryside Management Consultant) to carry out a development study on the North Esk Trail which was now completed. It was agreed that it would be informative for both the Forum and the wider contact group if Vyv was invited as the guest speaker to present the report at the annual meeting in Feb 2013.            JPa to contact Vyv to check availability.                                                       JPa                                           
         JK agreed to check landownership at Eldinhaugh which would allow the route to almost extend to Dalkeith Country Park                                                        JK              
10.2      South Esk Trail and the Tyne link. JK, JPa, JI, Countryside Rangers and Path  Volunteers were now all involved in developing these routes.          JK, JPa, JI                    
10.3       Borders Railway/path routes within Midlothian. JPa informed the Forum that a series of presentations and meetings would be held in Midlothian towns and villages by Network Rail and the project management team over the next few weeks inviting the public.                                                                       All Note                                                                                                      
10.4      Penicuik to Dalkeith Foot/Cycleway at Harpers Brae. DK tabled a photo of the proposed new white gate based on the railway theme and invited comment       
                                                





All Note                                         
10.5       Bridge across Kilburn at Bilston/Loanhead. This bridge has been badly  damaged during last winter’s flooding. Although this is a Core Path the bridge is on University Land and the repair is the responsibility of the University.             In the meantime a temporary diversion, with the signage relocated, has been temporary put in place.  Jpa would contact the University to find out when/if a permanent repair to the bridge would be undertaken.                    All Note JPa
	 10.6    
10.7

11.0

	Funding for Path Maintenance

B.B. highlighted the problems that a number of farmers had brought to his attention regarding the cost of maintaining paths during this very wet summer.
There was at one time path maintenance land management grants from the government but over recent years this funding had ceased and the condition of many paths reflected this and this should be brought to the attention of the government. 

The current review being conducted by the Scottish Government on the Land Reform Act could therefore be an opportunity to air this issue.         All Note                          
Permaculture in Midlothian. IB informed the Forum that a Permaculture  Project was being run at a location near Poltonhall. 

Forum members were asked  to look other green initiatives in Midlothian and how  they might link in with this.                                                        All Note
IB could provide any further details.                                                         IB
Monday 18th February 2013    9.30 – 10.30 followed by the annual meeting 11.0 – 12.30  White Hart Street, Dalkeith.
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JPa/JPo   17 Nov  2012
Midlothian
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