Spokes Planning Group

Meeting 30 March 2015

Notes of Meeting
Present: AM, PH, SS

Apologies: MD, MP, ER
Planning 
To note:
15/00322/FUL car park, offices Morrison St/Fest. Sq. (PH objected 27 Feb.)

14/04880/FUL res dev Burdiehouse 2 (6 Mar.) PH objected

15/00590/FUL Student accomm, Bingo Hall Fountainbridge (10 Mar.); no objection

15/00594,595,668/ADV Digital hoardings, Rose St, Princes St (6 Mar.); George St 27 Mar.; PH objected to all

15/00643/FUL Shrub Place, revised proposals (20 Mar); no objection from us

15/00698/FUL Riccarton Mains Rd res dev, deadline 19 Mar. PH objected 17 Mar.

15/00064/ADV hoarding, Slateford Station;  app Withdrawn 17 Mar

15/00193/FUL Balcarres St - developers have agreed to make land available for a bridge

15/00331/PAN Craigpark Quarry (exhib'n 20 Mar changed to 30 Mar); no-one went, but not a major location.

15/01084/ADV illuminated hoarding, London Rd opp Meadowbank Terr.; PH objected 31 Mar.
Live:

15/00276/PAN Builyeon Rd S.Q. exhib'n time/place still TBC

15/00813/PAN res dev Drum Estate, exhib 22 Apr. 4-8pm, Gilmerton Library 

Seafield Rd conditions - hoarding and no cycle lane (member complaint, 26 Feb.); PH sent response;

Fountainbridge (Springside) second PAN exhib'n 31 Mar., Bainfield Union 2-7.30pm

Route through Donaldson's (ER, DdF, MD 24 Mar.); could be problematic; cross-city E-W route likely to use Wester Coates as far as Haymarket, meaning less pressure for Donaldson's route.

Transport
1 A720 cycle count - PH response to Consultants for Tpt Scotland, 1 Mar.; Strava data also sent; no reply; Action: PH following up

2 1-way Streets - list of streets (for PG/members to comment); Gavin Sherriff's Notes 20/3 circulated our data

3 Bus lanes - update: Report to go to Tpt Cttee 2 June

5 Supermarket bike parking survey (DdF 25 Feb.) is up and running;  Spokesworker 17/3

7 Rail/cycle integration (DdF following XPG meeting 27 Feb.); Abellio's bid majored on cycling, but changes may take time

8 George St future and City Centre Vision (AM to report; mtg 17 Mar.) AM reports:
At this group meeting there was no further news about what will happen when the ETRO ends in September. There was talk of "long-term designs" and first-thoughts plans or ideas appearing "sometime in the summer".

They still seem to be concentrating ideas on an east-west cycle route, when what is really required is better north-south links through the New Town. One questioner described Princes Street as "a Berlin Wall".

I was assured that a cycle route would be kept past the Spiegeltent when it appears in George Street at the Fringe, but no details of its quality.
Iain McPhail sent us details of his presentation, 18 Mar.

9 Extra money for cycling - we made suggestions for spending, eg winter gritting of canal towpath. C Brace (Cycling Officer) response (3 Mar.):
Regarding the suggestions below:

 

1.The Council’s current winter maintenance policy is to grit only Council owned assets.

2.We are considering promotional initiatives in 2015/16 as part of our Smarter Choices Smarter Places package. This will include specific route promotion and will consider the use of prominent infrastructure such as bridges, etc.

3.Path repairs can potentially be fixed through existing budgets or, potentially, the additional budget. However, the specific locations need to be reported to the Council, ideally via:
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20089/roads_and_pavements/1070/report_a_problem_with_a_pavement_or_road
4. As reported to the Active Travel Forum it is intended to undertake a complete repaint of cycle related white lining in 2015/16.
10 Roseburn - Leith Walk route; consultations 26 and 31 Mar. DdF attended the workshops

12 HGV training and St James Centre re-dev (ER, SS 9 Mar.); 'undertake' stickers should not be recommended; CEC is having meetings with Cycling Scotland to extend driver training

13 Temp ped Xings (corresp Living Sts D Spaven); some crossings eg Foot of Walk, Newington Rd are now getting temp ped facility;  TRO/13/06, Waverley Br, we dropped our objection, as most of the changes are in our favour

16 Marchmont - KB; lengthy response from CEC 11 Mar.; corresp Shane et al 17 Mar; we got almost everything we asked for; Kilgraston Rd is proposed to get a cycle lane uphill but street too narrow for anything else; it's a bus route. PH to thank Shane for his efforts.

21 TEC Cttee 17 Mar. - lots on cycling

i) bike hire scheme; progress very slow; Decaux involved; further proposals to come in Oct.

ii) Cycle Team to retain control of projects; NPs can suggest schemes, get money for lining etc; good to keep Team intact;

iii) 20mph proposals were agreed.

22 Edin LDP2 - supposed to go to Cttee 26 Feb; now scheduled for 14 May (CEC13 Mar.)

23 B924 slip road closure 30 Mar - 3 Apr. noted as part of cycleway works. 
Midlothian TTRO 20mph Lasswade (20 Mar.)

Consultations and Events
2 A8/A89 Corridor Study workshop City Ch. 13 Mar. (no-one went)

3 Active Travel SCSP sub-group 18 Mar -PH went; presentation from Reggie; copy available; Reggie leaving CEC

4 Spokes Public Meeting 26 Mar. very successful; Reports on website

5 SCCS manifesto (2016) workshop 30 Mar. (PH went; to follow up on transport issues)

7 Causey Project consultation (DdF 24 Mar.; AM went); looks mainly good, but drop kerb proposed should be flush, and Chapel St has pinch-points; AM left comments

8 Can Edinburgh become zero-carbon by 2035? - 30 Mar, 7-9pm, G. Sq. ER went

9 Fountainbridge (Springside) 2nd PAN consultation 31 Mar. 2-7.30pm Bainfield Union
AOB
Barnton Golf Courses Path: meeting 25 Feb. re accidents since stud lights were put in; cyclists have downhill course marked for them, but peds and others invisible at night; further investigation needed.
Date of Next Meeting
11 May 2015, 7.30pm, at 116 Redhall Drive EH14 2DT
Peter Hawkins 31 Mar. 2015
